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FLOOR DEBATE

L B 4 12 , 4 14Apri l 3 0 , 2 0 03

CLERK:
LB 412 .

SENATOR CUDABAC'..: L B 4 1 2 do e s a d v a n c e . Nr . Cl e r k , n ex t a g e nd a
i t e m .

CLERK: LB 414 , introduced by the Speaker at the request of the
Governor. (Re ad title.) Introduced on January 15, referred to
Health and Human Services, advanced to General File. I do have
conInittee amendments, Nr . President. (AN0287 , Le g islative
Journal p a g e 4 91 . )

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha nk you, N(r. C lerk. S ena t or Jensen, to
open.

SENATOR JENSEN : Thank you, Senator Cudaback. T his is a very
simple bill. What it does, it takes the childcare reimbursement
from the Health and Human Ser vices Conanittee...or department,
rather, and freezes it for this biennium. Th at's all the bill
d oes. It just...and same thing, if times were better w e wou ld
certainly probably move along with this, but since we' re under a
budget shortfall we have frozen the rates. With that, I would
just ask...oh, there is a conanittee amendment. Thank you. You
w ant me t o go a he a d ?

SENATOR CUIMLBACK: As s tated by the Clerk, there are committee
amendments. Sena tor Jensen, y ou' re recognized t o open , as
Chairman of the Health and Human Services Coninittee.

SENATOR JENSEN : Thank you, Senator Cudaback. T he amendment
s tr i ke s t h e o r i g i n a l S e c ti o n 1 a n d i nser t s t he f ol l owi ng new
section: In determining the rate of reimbursement for childcare,
the Department of Health and Human Services Finance and Support
shall conduct a market rate survey of the childcare providers in
the state. The Department of Health and H uman Services s h all
adjust the reimbursement rate for childcare every odd-numbered
y ear at a rate not less than 60...60th percentile and not to
exceed 75th percentile of the current market rate survey, except
that nationally accredited childcare providers may be reimbursed
at a higher rate. And then, two, for the...for two years,

29 ayes, 0 nays, Nr. President, on the advancement of
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